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MIDDLE GRADE 
FICTION

This innovative 8-12 illustrated Fiction Imprit  
aims at children who devour with equal enthusiasm  

cartoons, mangas, video games… and books! 

With Pépix novels, readers first enjoy the pleasure  
of reading as they become involved in a great adventure,  

which relies on laughter and surprise. 
The books will also stimulate them, appeal to their imagination, 

critical thinking and sense of irreverence. 

Pépix: Kids just love them!

A wonderful mix of HUMOUR, 
ADVENTURE and IRREVERENCE.



Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

In the train taking Gurty and Gaspard to Provence, bumps into his 
former fiancée Myrtille, Gurty’s sworn enemy! 

When Myrtille finds a way to crash at their house in the country, it 
looks as though Gurty’s holiday is going to be a rocky one… War 
between Myrtille and Gurty has been declared.
Beneath her apparently sweet appearance, Myrtille 
conceals a jealous and cunning nature, to which 
Gurty is the only witness. The diabolical 
fiancée’s imagination has no limits when it 
comes to sowing discord between Gurty, 
his human and all their friends.
The confrontation will culminate in a 
final display of fireworks, literally and 
metaphorically, in which Myrtille’s true 
nature will be revealed to all.

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 224 p. | 10,90 €

Gurty's Diary 
I don’t call this a holiday

KEYWORDS:

Best-seller • Middle-grade • Humor 

Dog life • Friendship • Holidays

200 000  
copies 
sold !

Born in Aix-en-Provence, Bertrand Santini 
is one of the most prominent French Fiction 
Writer. The first volume in the Gurty series, 
published in 2014, has been right away a 
great success, and each of the subsequent 
titles too. The series reached more than 
200,000 copies sold, and is now becoming 
a classic in Mid-Grade fiction. Other works 
by Bertrand Santini, which received several 
awards, were translated in more than 10 lan-
guages, and were adapted to the theater.

BertRanD SaNtini

As fluffy as Garfield. 

As edgy as Snoopy. 

More Gurty than anyone else !!!

In the same series:

Gurty's Diary
Vacances en provence

Gurty's Diary
Mes béébs dinosaures

Gurty's Diary
Marrons à gogo

Gurty's Diary
Printemps de chien

Gurty's Diary
Parée pour l’hiver

Gurty's Diary
Parée pour l’hiver

Gurty's Diary
Vacances chez Tête de Fesses

Gurty's Diary
Mes bébés  
dinosaures

Gurty's Diary
Mes bébés dinosaures

RIGHTS SOLD :  
Italian, Albanian, Dutch

RIGHTS SOLD :  
Albanian, Dutch

BEST 
SELLER



MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

My name is Germain and I have a great life. 

My dad is a foot model. You’ve probably seen him in the ads for fungal nail 
infections. My mum’s an artist, but due to the financial crisis, she works in 
the canteen at my school.  And then there’s Younès, my best friend. Together, 
we’ve invented Pastaman, the superhero who transforms himself into a plate 
of pasta.
In other words, everything’s good. Except that I have a sister. Judith is twelve 
and she’s the only mistake my parents have made.
But yesterday, at New Year's Eve, I was served an oyster. I touched it with the 
tip of my finger and, believe it or not, the oyster spoke to me. We chatted for a 
while and it suggested something really crazy : to swap places with Judith…

How I changed my sister 
into an oyster
Émilie Chazerand 
Illustrator : Joëlle Dreidemy

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 224 p. | 10,90 €

KEYWORDS:

Middle-grade • Humor 

Siblings •  Family • Bodysnatch

Émilie Chazerand lives near Strasbourg, when she was found «in a packet of noodles» in 1983. She is 
an intensive reader since she was a child. She became a nurse, then started writing articles on books, 
and, little by little, books have become the most important thing in her life... with her two little girls 
and her three dogs (or the other way around). She published several picture books and novels with 
Sarbacane.

Joëlle Dreidemy studied Graphic Arts at the prestigious Émile Cohl school in 
Strasbourg, France. Since then, she has been a press & youth literature car-
toonist, an art teacher at the same school, and also the leader, singer and 
bass player of Pilgrim, a rock band. In the Pépix imprint, she illustrated all 
of Émilie Chazerand's novels. Together, they form the infamous authors duo 
"Chaz & Dreid".

By the same authors:

8 000 copies 
sold!

9 000 copies 
sold!

KEYWORDS:

Middle-grade • Animal farm 

Humor • Adventure • Old times

Noé and the farm 
of very disturbed animals
Ced

The grandpas strike back
Claire Renaud
Illustrator : Maurèen Poignonec

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 176 p. | 10,90 €

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 176 p. | 10,90 €

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

Eleven-year old Noé is a young boy who lives on a farm in the county of 
Bourbe. Every day he helps his grandparents look after the barnyard ani-
mals: to feed them, groom them and wash them but Noé's true role is a 
very different one : he talks to the animals. 
He understands them and they understand him. So he uses his gift to resolve 
the animals' minor behavioural problems. Your donkey thinks it's a goose, 
your bull has nightmares? In a few sessions, Noé will sort it all out.
Everyone in the area knows about this... and it also attracts 
people with bad intentions. One day, on his way 
home, accompanied by his friends Ba-
bette the goat and Marcel the pig Noé 
makes a terrible discovery. The 
farm has disappeared! And his 
grandparents with it!

KEYWORDS:

Middle-grade • Family • Grandpas  

Hold-up • Siblings

“I’m worried, Grandpa doesn’t sleep at night anymore, he walks up and 
down the apartment and makes a holy racket. I think it’s because his pal, 
Léonard, the coxswain of their boat at the rowing club, has been put in an 
old people’s home. 

Suddenly, “the crew of lascars” (Grandpa’s crew all have names that end in 
‘ar’, that’s why) is going to lose the race on Sunday, and Grandpa hates losing!
So, all together, Richard the Englishman, Oscar the literature teacher, Bernard 
the pharmacist (and then Gérard my removal man grandpa), decide to go into 
the care home and to come out again with Léonard. 



In the cemetery where Wil-
ma and her family have found 
refuge after being driven out 
of the Carpathians, they are 
enthusiastically preparing for 
Halloween.

At school, the undead can speak of nothing else: Mordörhead, the greatest 
rock band in the wooorld, are coming to play their last concert just on the 
other side of the walls !
When Lenny, the band’s singer, accidentally dies, the young, shy and solitary 
vampire has no other choice but to help her new friends – Rufus the ghost and 
Octave the zombie – to go and search for his soul in Hell.
She could never have imagined all the difficulties and obstacles they would 
have to overcome on the way so that the concert of Death could take place!

Wilma the vampire
Chrysostome Gourio 
Illustrator : Églantine Ceulemans

KEYWORDS:

Middle-grade • Vampires 

Adventure • Hardrock • Friendship

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 224 p. | 10,90 €

KEYWORDS:

Middle-grade • Adventure 

Fantasy • Brothers • Underworld

Mardy and Ozgo
Marie Lenne-Fouquet 
Illustrator : Marie Morelle

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 176 p. | 10,90 €

At the edge of a forest, all the cats from a village are disappearing one by one. 

That’s enough to arouse the insatiable curiosity of ten-year old Tuesdey, the 
whimsical, green-haired eldest child of a recently arrived and very unusual 

family. To solve the mystery, the boy is helped by his 
little brother Ozgo, who’s as strange as he is, per-

manently dressed up and resolutely lunar, as 
well as their baby sister, Petite.
Their quest leads them into an underground 

world inhabited by slimy, talking balls of grass, 
the Grazz, who live under the rule of a… leek. 

Yep, an enormous, evil and tyrannical living 
leek. Who seizes Petite for the purposes of 

its realm, forcing the boys to set off on 
a perilous adventure.

YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

Exprim’ is an imprint of Sarbacane, 
which has been publishing Y A novels for over 10 years. 

Through audacious, touching, funny, realistic or truly fantastical 
stories, our authors offer contemporary and creative literature, 

drawing their inspiration from music, films and TV series. 

Shaking up codes, challenging prejudices, stirring hearts.  
Exprim’ is like a teenager growing up - alive, vibrant and fiery.



Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

YOUNG ADULT FICTION

RIGHTS SOLD : German, Italian, Polish, 
English (world), Czech, Dutch, Korean, 
Russian, Armenian, Lituanian, Slovenian

RIGHTS SOLD : Hungarian

50 000  

copies sold!

20 000  

copies sold!

The author weaves misunderstandings 
around a start-up specializing in 
arranged weddings, after the divorce 
between Britain and the EU! 

A wickedly funny and life-affirming coming-
of-age roadtrip story, winner of France’s 
biggest prize for teen and YA fiction. 

What is it ? How can a little book of 200 
pages stir up such émotions ? Because 
it’s crying out for truth, it conveys 
messages every teenager should receive.

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 208 p. | 16,00 € | 14 years +

RIGHTS SOLD : English (World), Italian, Russian, 
Portuguese (Brazil), Romanian, Polish

40 000  

copies sold!

We’ve all read stories about missed 
connectections or the ones that got away, but 
none are as beautifully written or as realistic 
as Clémentine Beauvais’s Songe à la douceur, 
a novel in verse.

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 248 p. | 15,00 € | 14 years +

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 456 p. | 17,00 € | 14 years +

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 272 p. | 15,50 € | 12 years +

YOUNG ADULT FICTION

CLÉMENTINE 
BEAUVAIS 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Clémentine Beauvais was born and raised in France, and is currently a lecturer in English and Education at the 
University of York (UK). Very active on social media and blogs, she is a real contemporary young woman, who 
looks at her generation’s social relationships with acuteness. At only 29, she has already published more than 20 
books, amongst which La Pouilleuse, Comme des images, and the multi-awarded, best-selling Les Petites Reines  
( The piglets) with Sarbacane. Her success was confirmed the year after with the splendid Songe à la Douceur, which 
has received an unanimous welcome. 
She also writes in English for prestigious publishers such as Bloosmbury and Hodder Children’s Books. Clémentine 
Beauvais is one of the most promising young talents in France.

Clementine 
Beauvais 

in a few numbers... 

♦  More than 110 000 copies 
sold

♦  Translated in 13 languages 
throughout the world

♦  Published in Adult and 
Young Adult paperback 

by Points Seuil (Songe à la 
douceur), Gallimard Jeunesse 

(Les Petites Reines, Brexit 
Romance), J’ai Lu (Les Petites 

Reines, Brexit Romance). 

♦   2 theater adaptations (one 
of them was nominated for the 

Molière Jeune Public 2018)

♦  1 cinema adaptation in production

♦   Winner of the Award Meilleur Roman 
Jeunesse 2016 by the magazine LIRE, 

Award NRP, Award Sorcières, Award 
Libr’à nous...

♦   Selected for more than 30 Awards, included 
the prestigious Carnegie Medal in the UK...

Clémentine Beauvais’ naturally brilliant and one-of-a-
kind new novel! The only author in the world who 
can turn a work experience report… into a fun-
ny, moving, lively, sensitive, intelligent and 
captivating novel. 

Following a new Presidential directive, all 16 year 
olds must complete a year of community service 
somewhere in France. Unfortunately for Valentin 
Lemonnier, instead of his first choice, he is sent 
to the Pas-de-Calais, in the North of France, to 
work in a care home for old people with Alzhei-
mer’s, carefully reconstructed to look like a vil-
lage from the 1960s. His first task seems fairly 
simple - write a letter to a resident who ente-
red a popular 1967 radio show competition, 
to inform them that unfortunately, the sin-
ger Françoise Hardy would not be able to 
perform in their town.

But breaking bad news is hard. So, he does the opposite. Françoise Hardy would 
love to come! He would see to it personally. All he has to do now is find a Fran-
çoise Hardy look-alike to come and sing one her hits to all the residents.
As he searches for Françoise Hardy in the Hauts-de-France, Valentin ma-
tures, as does his love for writing. His friendship with Sola Perré, his work 
experience manager, grows, and she has something to hide – something 
that, unlike the residents, she cannot forget…

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 424 p. | 18,00 € | 
14 years + 
August 2020

Tender years

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net
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Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

YOUNG ADULT FICTION YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Life is everything

A Friday night like any other at Dakota, the club of the moment. The young 
people, who have gathered from all four corners of the Champagne countryside, 
are drinking, dancing, having fun.

Among them are Poussin, Griez and Sko, three friends who grew up in the same village 
- as different as mates as chalk is from cheese. Not far off is Annabelle, the coolest of 
the girls, and her little sister Cléo, bursting with anger and admiration for her older 
sister.
The shots come thick and fast, the evening goes by in a flash and Sko, usually shy and 
serious, feels ten feet tall; Annabelle's kisses are electrifying, so obviously that he for-
gets about Virginia, his girlfriend. Next morning's hangover does nothing to dampen 
the magic of the evening; Sko can think only of Annabelle. When the accident hap-
pens, in a tangle of metal, it takes with it youth and burgeoning love.
And the living remain.

ESTELLE BILLON-SPAGNOL
Estelle Billon-Spagnol was born in 1977, in the vineyards of the Champagne region. At the 

age of 30, after studying criminal law and spending several years in the police force, she 
changed direction. Since then, she writes, draws and lives in Paris. She has illustrated La 
déclaration des droits des filles (ed. Talents Hauts) and written Le préau des z'héros (ed. 
Alice Jeunesse, winner of the Graines de Lecteurs award in 2014, selected for the Tam Tam 

J'aime lire prize in 2014), then Clin Tiswoud : journal d'un menteur professionnel, in the 
Pépix collection (5,000 copies sold). Her first EXPRIM, Amour, vengeance et tentes Quechua 

has met with critical and public acclaim (3.500 copies sold to date)

When death strikes early, how can you 
learn to live and love again?

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 240 p. 
| 16,00 € | 13 years +
September 2020

By the same author:

Love, revenge and 
camping

Gorilla girl

I'm called Léone, and I'm made to roar.

 I don't know which miserable fairy leant over my cradle 21 years ago, but I have a certain talent 
for a fight. The problem when you're a chick and you're prone to dealing punches, is that, as far 
as guys are concerned, you're condemned to the ordeals of Tantalus.
My mum thinks I'm heading for disaster, with all my bullshit - on the other hand, she's a cop, so 
of course, we've got different views. And then, she's wrong! My life is full of serious projects : 
to cover Paris with anarchic graffiti, to chat someone up with the finesse of a tank, to cultivate 
my look as leader of a punk band...
Anyway, I'm sure that if I continue along this path long enough, I'll manage to come out the 
other side. And who knows what lies there... love?
Oh yeah. Love is like a hand grenade - it always ends up by blowing up in your face.

ANNE SCHMAUCH 
Anne Schmauch was born in 1978 in Metz, where she lived until moving to Nantes. She studied 

History of Art and Literature in Paris, where she still lives. She has written twenty or so stories, 
for the press and publication, and almost a hundred gags for Les Idées folles d'Anatole Latuile. 
For the Pépix series, she has published three novels linked by the theme of classical Antiquity, 
taking the great myths and reworking them in a humorous way : Mémé Dusa (10,000 copies 
sold), Minus contre Minos and Perséphone au téléphone.

For Exprim', she has written La Sauvageonne, a vivid graphic novel, which attracted the atten-
tion of the press and bookshops (France Inter, Lire).

A unique, hilarious, punk-and-girly romance.

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 208p. 
| 16,00 € | 13 years +

October 2020

YOUNG ADULT FICTION

By the same author:

The wild one



Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

YOUNG ADULT FICTION YOUNG ADULT FICTION

My old man

When the judge for juveniles sent Marek, a lost kid from the neighbou-
rhood, to a retirement home to carry out work there for the common 
good, it was because he sincerely believed in the educational value of this 
punishment. 

How could he have imagined that there the kid would meet Raymond, an 
eighty-year old former gangster, and that they would both become caught up 
in a gravity-defying mess?
Unfortunately, what should simply have been a trip to dig up the buried loot 
from a robbery years before turns into a confrontation between young city 
sharks and decrepit old mobsters.

BRUNO LONCHAMPT
Born in Paris in 1981, Bruno Lonchampt grew up in the Parisian suburbs. As a tee-

nager, he participated in the Hip-Hop movement: headfirst. Graphic art and rap 
became his first means of artistic expression. After studying business, he moved 
to Marseilles, city of all paradoxes. And there he discovered slam.
Ten years later, he abandoned the city and moved to the Drôme region. Then he 

left marketing to work in a city school near Valence, and to write...

A young dealer meets a retired mob member 
for one last job - the job to end them all!

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 176 p. 
| 15,50 € | 13 years +

November 2020

By the same author:
Dummies on the run

The disgrace of the galaxy

The year 300,000 or thereabouts. 

On a lawless planet at the edge of the Milky Way, 17 year-old Meryma drowns herself 
in drugs and melancholy to forget her tumultuous past as a heroine of the imperial 
wars - and the scandal that made her the disgrace of the human empire.
One day, a convoy full of her former sisters in arms makes a stop on her planet. Mis-
sion: to explore the distant and unknown territory of Nixte, home to the remains of 
an long-vanished extraterrestrial civilisation, and where miracles occur... Well, Me-
ryma has always been fascinated by Nixte.
With Orphan Boy, the little thief she has adopted on the Frontier, she manages to 
infiltrate the convoy and finds herself as the captain on a huge vessel that conceals 
many secrets in its hold. Meryma uncovers them one by one, before confronting the 
greatest enigma of the last 10,000 years. This will determine her vocation as a pilot... 
and her downfall. The mystery of Nixte.

ALEXIS BROCAS
Born in Paris in 1981, Bruno Lonchampt grew up in the Parisian suburbs. As a teenager, 

he participated in the Hip-Hop movement: headfirst. Graphic art and rap became his 
first means of artistic expression. After studying business, he moved to Marseilles, 
city of all paradoxes. And there he discovered slam.
Ten years later, he abandoned the city and moved to the Drôme region. Then he left 

marketing to work in a city school near Valence, and to write...

Forget "Star Wars" and "Guardians of the Galaxy": get ready 
for Meryma, the worst scoundrel of space pilots, who will 

take you on the most epic and fun adventure! 

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 208 p. 
 | 16,00 € | 13 years +

January 2021

By the same author:
Deadly is my middle name

More than  
10 000 copies 

sold!



Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Sunny to the end

Amaya is twelve when she watches her mother die of a broken heart, following 
the sudden departure of her father with a woman from Arles. 

As wild as her indomitable mane of hair, old before her time, accustomed to 
looking after her parents, Amaya ends up in an orphanage, experiencing its ups 
and downs, accompanied by a herd of damaged kids and shaky adults who she tries 
to revive as best she can, through a series of wild episodes.
But this means of survival is only temporary : Amaya is soon trapped by life as it 
really is, unpredictable and indiscriminate. Until the one she lands in with Pierrot 
and Madeleine, a couple of crazy old sweethearts, strange and mischevious, and 
with whom she will discover new horizons.

MÉLANIE GEORGELIN
Mélanie Georgelin was born in Lilas in 1984. Following her studies in literature, she 

published Les mots, ça m'est égal for the EXPRIM series (2007). Having qualified as a 
psychologist, she wrote a thesis on the clinic for violent children and works in child 
psychiatry units. A specialist in childhood, she regularly publishes articles and works 
on psychology, carries our research on representations of childhood in 19th-century 

literature and is currently working on a thesis on contemporary philosophy.
She lives in the heart of the Forest of Fontainebleau, in a house on the banks of the Seine 

with her partner, their four children and lots of animals. Soleil jusqu'à la fin [Sun until the 
end] is her second novel.

A brave, unforgivable childhood tale 
carried on by a beautiful and absolutely unique voice.

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 208 p. 
| 16,00 € | 13 years +
February 2021

ÉDITIONS SARBACANE 
35, rue d’Hauteville

75010 Paris - FRANCE

[t] +33 (0)1 42 46 24 02

www.editions-sarbacane.com

   editionssarbacane

Founded in 2003, Sarbacane is a French Publisher 
specialized in the creation of picture books, middle grade 

and young adult fiction, comics and graphic novels. 

Our endless desire : bringing you quality texts and stories,  
engaging topics, wonderful images to embrace the world  

and vibrate in a thousand ways. 

Dive into our books, love them and have them loved by others!  


