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Et dans mon 
cœur un incendie



A phénoménal 

series!

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION
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MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

➤ 14  x 21 cm | 192 pages | 10,90 €
| march 2021 

➤ 14  x 21 cm | 192 pages | 
10,90 € | january 2022

JAN. 

2022

BENOÎT MINVILLE

Benoît Minville was born in 1978 in Paris and lives in the suburbs. His 
mother was a bookseller and has given him the sweet virus: he entered 
in a bookshop for a summer job and is still there thirteen years later. He 
is a passionate reader of any novel that carries energy, from Dumas to 

Pennac, from Ellroy to Lansdale, from Twain to Axl Cendres. 
His motto: ROCK AND READ!

And in january 2022

2. Happy Day Z 

The first book in a phenomenal series, which 
magically recounts the complicity between 
sisters!

 tells you what it’s about...
"I'm Nola, almost 9 years old, nicknamed 
"Punkette" because it appears that I'm fond 
of irony. My sister Vinca, who's almost 7, is 
nicknamed "Poupoune": she's funny without 
meaning to be and she talks to her cuddly toys. 
We both get on well with each other even though 
sometimes we argue a bit. Sisters, you know...
On Saturdays Mum works and Dad looks after us. We 
have hundreds of adventures even on a normal day... "

1. Electric Saturday Z



The circus of lost children
Philippe Arnaud
Illustrator : Éléonor Ampuy

KEYWORDS:

Circus • animals • magic •  
adventure

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 256 p. | 10,90 €  | 
10 years + 
April 2021

A crazy adventure involving a little girl who talks to ani-
mals, a strange circus, a witch...

At school, Zoé is called "the dwarf". And at home, eve-

ryone thinks she's mad... because she talks to animals. 

The only person who understands her is her beloved 

and defenceless old grandpa, because he's losing 

his marbles. So, when he is snatched by Zampa, a 

detestable circus manager who turns him into a 

clown, Zoé's blood begins to boil and she sets off 

to find him.



MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

The Pickpockets
Rolland Auda
Illustrator : Caroline Hüe

KEYWORDS:

Pickpockets • smartphones 
zombies • friends

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 272 p. | 10,90 €  | 
10 years + 
June 2021

A group of kids tackle a villain armed with super-machines and re-
mote-controlled zombies!

What could possibly lead Martin and his friends, 6th grade students, to be-

come a gang of pickpockets from one day to the next? And who is 

the mysterious Voice that orders them, by phone, to steal the 

smartphones from passersby?

Facing a terrible epidemic that is killing 

the inhabitants of their small town, the 

mission of the five "Pickpockets" is 

to prevent Lazare Tremoldov and his 

sinister henchmen, the mØmbers, 

from putting a spell on the inhabitants 

with the aid of an app...



MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

KEYWORDS:

Mother-son • mouse •  
transformation • tenderness

Mamma Mouse!

A mum who turns herself into a mouse to spy on her son... it's going 
to end in trouble!

Michel and Gina live together and love each other madly. But, careful: they are 

not married, or even a couple! Gina is the mum, and Michel, her adored son. In 

fact, Gina would like to stay with Michel forever, she follows him everywhere, 

all the time. If only she could shrink... She would slip into Michel's pocket, or 

into his schoolbag, without him noticing! Rhaaaa, how she would love to be 

a little mouse...

Émilie Chazerand
Illustrator : Joëlle Dreidemy

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 192 p. | 10,90 €  | 
9 years +
 | August 2021 

Work in  progress



MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

KEYWORDS:

Magic • humor • fantastic 
adventure

Kaki's mischief 
1 - The thunderfish episode

Katherine and Florian Ferrier
Illustrator : Katherine Ferrier

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 176 p. | 10,90 € | 
8 years + 
 | September 2021 

A new series starring the most entertaining of little devils: Kaki, champion 
of mischief!

At the Strange Hotel, Marietta, Monsieur Léclair, Célestin and Monsieur 
Snarf take advantage of closing day to do the dusting, a little bit of 
tidying up and some DIY. As lazy as ever, Kaki is the only one to sneak 
off - until Marietta threatens him with the worst punishment if 
he doesn't get a move on : she'll put all the sweets 
under lock and key!
As he doesn't give a toss about 
that, Kaki decides to head off 
to look for the thunderfish, a 
legendary creature supposed 
to keep the most precious of 
treasures in its belly: the key 
to all mysteries...

Work in  progress



Born in Aix-en-Provence, Bertrand San-
tini is one of the most prominent French 
Fiction Writer. The first volume in the Gur-
ty series, published in 2014, has been right 
away a great success, and each of the sub-

sequent titles too. The series reached 
more than 250,000 copies sold 

in 4 years, and is now beco-
ming a classic in Mid-Grade 

fiction. Other works 
by Bertrand Santini, 
which received seve-

ral awards, were trans-
lated in more than 

10 languages, and 
were adapted to 

the theater.

BertRanD SaNtini

As fluffy as Garfield. 

As edgy as Snoopy. 

More Gurty 

than anyone else !!!

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION
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BEST SELLERMORE THAN 250 000 COPIES SOLD

Bum Face's revenge
Gurty's diary

Gurty should be quaking, Bum Face has got his revenge: he 
has THREE ADORABLE KITTENS! 

Barely had Gurty arrived in Provence when Bum Face summoned 
all the animals from the surrounding countryside and announced 
an astonishing piece of news: this dreadful cat had become a dad! 
He was preparing for the arrival of Mrs Bum Face and their kittens 
in a few days' time.
This news came like a thunderbolt, and Gurty fears that his holi-
days will be ruined by the arrival of the baby kittens.

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

Gurty's diary
Set for winter

Bertrand Santini

Gurty's diary
Summer in Provence

Bertrand Santini

Gurty's diary
Autumns joys

Bertrand Santini

RIGHTS SOLD :  
Italian; Albanian, Dutch

Gurty's diary
Spring tale

Bertrand Santini

RIGHTS SOLD : Italian

Gurty's diary
My dinosaur babies

Bertrand Santini

Gurty's diary
Fleabeard the terrible

Bertrand Santini

Gurty's diary
I don't call this holidays

Bertrand Santini

Gurty's diary
Camp BumFace

Bertrand Santini

➤ 14 x 21 cm | 8 - 12 ans | 10,90 €

RIGHTS SOLD :  
Albanian, Dutch



➤ 15,5 x 22,5 cm | 448 p. 
| 19,90 € | 11 years +

  MIDDLE GRADE FICTION

Nobody knows when the Wild Garden came to be. 

Violette Hurlevent stepped foot there the day she ran away from 
her mother’s house. Far from all the problems in her life, she dis-
covers a vast world, hidden from other humans, inhabited by crea-
tures with peculiar customs. Wolves can talk, stones come to life, 
and time passes by according to its own laws.

But the beauty of the Wild Garden hides multiple dangers. 
With her food-loving brave dog Pavel, Violette comes face to face 
with a threat far worse than any of the problems she is running 
from. To overcome this challenge, she must choose her allies and 
find the relics, objects with mysterious powers, that hold the key 
to her destiny. 

An action-packed novel full of emotion, in which the text and il-
lustrations plunge you into a world like you’ve never seen before. 
Just like Violette, you will want to return, over and over again!

RIGHTS SOLD :  
Italian; Russian
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Open this book  
and dive into an 
extraordinary enchanting 
world, alongside an 
unforgettable heroine, 
who is not afraid of magic 
challenges or terrifying 
childhood monsters… 
Violette Hurlevent!

More  than 15 000 copies sold

and the Garden Ghosts 

The time has come for Violette Hurlevent to 
return to the Wild Garden. But our heroine has 
changed: many years have gone by since her last 
visit, and she is now an old woman.

Nevertheless, she only has to set foot in this fan-
tastic garden to become again the intrepid and de-
termined child she once was.

Just as well, as Violette is going to need all her 
strength to tackle new threats: the Fierce whose 
brambles are choking the Garden, the disturbing 
Baron who wants to enslave its inhabitants, and 
above all the brutal disappearance of whole parts 
of this world, as though swallowed by the void...

The sequel to Violette Hurlevent  
and the Wild Garden: the second and  

last book in a brilliant saga!

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION   

Work in  progress

➤ 15,5 x 22,5 cm | 448 p. | 11 years + 

19,90 €  | October 2021

Jean-Baptiste Bourgois is an 
author and illustrator born in 1987 
in Calais. After graduating from the 
Beaux-Arts (fine arts school) in 

Cambrai, where he was Gilles 
Bachelet’s student, he publi-

shed Le chien à plumes with 
Helium in 2013, and Fatale Spirale 
followed by Popopipo with Sar-
bacane. His work has also been 
published by Lézard Noir 
and Fantagraphics. He lives 
and works in Lille with 
his cockatoo Georgie.

paul Martin was born in 1968 
and grew up in Nantes. After stu-
dying business and communica-
tions, he worked as a writer for Astra-

pi magazine for over twenty years. He 
has written lots of stories for J’aime Lire 

and published over 70 picture books and no-
vels with Bayard, Nathan, Les Fourmis Rouges, Casterman etc.



Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

YOUNG ADULT FICTION

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Born in Tours in 1990, at the age of six, Julia Thévenot announced that she wanted to become 

a writer - "alongside a real job". After studying linguistics, law and publishing in Tours, she 

decided to specialise in children's literature.

She became a literary blogger, then a publishing assistant with Sarbacane, and finally an author.

Bordeterre, her first novel published in the EXPRIM' series, has been a huge success (selling 

over 10,000 copies in a year... despite being published in the middle of lockdown!)

never
will

happen.

nothing.
at

a
ll.

Never my nose against your neck, your lips 
on mine.
Never my fingers in your hair in a gentle caress,
those childish gestures that have lasted for thousands of years,
a moment.
Never will I steal away your chocolate moustache with
my tongue like a Ricoré ad,
no more dreams.
Never will I seek your eyes or your hands 
in one of those electric moments, before or after a concert,
when bodies let go and seek each other, 
when your stomach vibrates with the captive basses
 and fills with delicious, indescribable tingling,
with bodily rumblings to devour.
It would be best that you agree.
No tingling for us
no bodies reaching out for one another
nothing at all.  »

Julia 
Thévenot

 Look at me closely for a moment:
for us,
there is a whole load of stuff that

 »

YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

LETTER 
TO THE ONE 
WHO LOVES ME 
A "anti-love story", poetic, comical  
and light-hearted in the form of a  
novel in verse.

Yliès and Pénélope, it sounds like a couple 
made to love each other, a romantic well-
educated pair; musical, tasty, sugary-sweet.
So why doesn't Pénélope love Yliès then? She 
toys with him, who's in fact really serious: 
from the day she met him, she knew that he 
liked her. She sensed it. So why, why, did she 
let him approach her, fall in love with her, 
enter her daily life and her friendships, go so 
far, so soon?
Why doesn't she want to love him?

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 536 p. | 18,00 € | 
March 2020

BORDETERRE

Inès, 12 years old, is the kind of girl to punch anyone 
who messes with her autistic 16 year-old brother, 
Tristan. 

Whereas Tristan is the kind of boy to look both ways 
before crossing the road. But one day, he watches 
helplessly as his sister runs after her dog… and falls 
into a parallel universe, Bordeterre. A town perched 
on a rift between two realities. Anyone who enters can 
never leave. There are children who sing to make the 
windmill turn, lords fishing for rocks, rebellious scrap 
merchants with chicken-drawn trailers… and strange 
creatures. Inès is delighted. She explores Bordeterre, 
happily sniffing it out like the dog she followed there. 
But Tristan is uneasy - there is something rotten about 
this town.

➤ 14 x 18,5 cm | 140 p. |  12,50 € |  
April 2021

Almost 10 000 copies sold



YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

Felicracy

"My name is Yacine, I'm 16 years old and my job is as a pet for extraterrestrials. Because 

these arseholes have won. They have invaded the planet. And since their only weak 

point is cat fur, believe me, we're not out of the woods yet".

Follow the post-apocalyptic adventures of Yacine, Rose, Diego and their five adorable 

kittens lethal weapons through the sewers of Paris, the forest of Sologne and suborbital 

space! Can they save the planet from the terrible Smnörgasiens?

HÉLÈNE LENOIR  
Hélène Lenoir was born in 1984. Equipped with a double Masters in agronomics 
and cartoraphy, she juggles between jobs in the environnement field, her literary 
activities and other eccentricities, like... guide and lecturer in a nuclear plant. She 
works as a translater (Red Rising by Pierce Brown) and free-lance author. In 2020 

she published her first middle-grade novel : Catch, screwdrivers and goblin-robots 
(Sarbacane, Pépix Collection) which received good press. Felicratia is her first YA novel.

A post-apocalyptic comedy: Alien meets Mad Max  
feat The Walking Dead vs Idiocracy!

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 312 p. 
| 16,00 € | 14 years +
March 2021



YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

After midnight

"If I had a best friend, I'd call her right away. Lying on my snug little bed, I would yell 

in her ear: Oh wow, what a night! And what about that spliff! The best party of my life. 

Oh yeah! If only it were still yesterday, just before taking the boat for our dream New 

Year's eve... Or the moment we landed on the island, in that delicious split second of 

mixed fear and delight... or better still, when Benjamin took my hand...

But I can't call anyone. I can't remember anything, after midnight".

EMMANUELLE COSSO
Emma Cosso writes novels, songs and movie scripts. She’s the author of three novels 
published by Flammarion. In 2013, she started to write for children: Elisabeth’s letter 
(Flammarion castor poche) was published en 2014 and won several prices. She also 
wrote songs for famous artists like Florent Pagny, Johnny Hallyday, Maurane, Élodie 

Frégé, Sylvie Vartan… Past Midnight is her first YA novel.

A "hard-hitting" psychological thriller, and an accurate, 
lively portrayal of an adolescent.

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 240 p. 
| 16,00 € | 14 years +
April 2021



YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

Jealous games

Dylan, 18 years-old and with a high school diploma fresh in his pocket, moves to an 

attic in Paris to follow an intensive high level maths foundation course. On a theatre 

course, he meets Emma. Love at first sight, the two become inseparable, they are 

madly in love and share everything but prefer to hide their relationship from the rest 

of the world, like Romeo and Juliet.

Onto the stage comes Cécil, a friend of Emma who wrote the play that they will 

perform in June...

A romantic tangle combining suspicions, jealousies, 
secrets and subterfuge...

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 240 p. 
| 16,00 € | 13 years +
May 2021

STÉPHANIE RICHARD 
Stéphanie Richard has had many lives. She has worked as an actress and as a clown, 
travelling everywhere in France for twenty years. She is now a children’s librarian.

She has published two middle-grade novels in the Sarbacane’s serie Pépix, Popy the 
Storm and Popy saves the World, with great success (more than 10 000 copies sold). 

Jealous Games is her first YA novel.



YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

GASPARD FLAMANT 
Born in Lyon, Gaspard Flamant has been around. He lived in Madrid, Marseille, 
Paris, and has now settled in Montpellier. After studying Cinema, he reported for 
L’Humanité and Libération (left wing papers) and hosted writing work-shops for 
both children and adults. In 2018 he signed his first YA novel : Shorba, the call of the 

revolt (3000 copies sold), short-listed for the prestigious Pépites of Montreuil Award.

Raw justice

Along the side of a road, pursued by a motorbike, a young woman runs for her life. 

She has no papers, and has just escaped from a prostitution ring. She is rescued from 

her pursuers, in extremis, by two men. They certainly don't resemble the classic 

heroes: an armed robber out for a stroll and a rather lost student. For want of a better 

solution, they hide her among the gangsters in the the northern suburbs of Marseille. 

But neither Fatoumata or Malik and Zinga have any intention of being content with 

escape...

A true nail-biter, combining comic exchanges between 
buddies and thrilling adventure!

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 252 p. 
| 16,00 € | 13 years +
June 2021

By the same author:



YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

Annie in the middle

Harold and Velma are Annie's brother and sister.

Annie is "different". She has an extra chromosome. Plus kindness, imagination and 

love as well. She has a job, friends and a great passion: the majorettes.

But the coach doesn't want her at this particular event: she's not good enough, she's 

chubby... in other words, she's "different". Fair enough: Annie will march with her own 

wobbly team, a bit hopeless but certainly flamboyant. Her slightly kooky majorettes. 

Her kookettes!

The story of Annie, a very special and unforgettable 
heroine... and those close to her.

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 248 p. 
| 16,00 € | 14 years +
August 2021

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

ÉMILIE CHAZERAND
Émilie Chazerand lives near Strasbourg, when she was found «in a packet of noo-
dles» in 1983. She is an intensive reader since she was a child. She became a nurse, 
then started writing articles on books, and, little by little, books have become the 

most important thing in her life... with her two little girls and her three dogs (or the 
other way around). She published several picture books and novels with Sarbacane.

By the same author:

Almost 10 000 copies sold

More than 10 000 copies sold
Work in  progress



YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Claire Hartmann : +33 6 50 41 57 06 - claire.hartmann@sarbacane.net

And a fire in our hearts

Isadora has a keg of gunpowder sitting in her chest. She would like to torch the entire 

planet. Tristan has hidden his heart away in an iron cage.

The day they go back to school, they come across each other in the toilets. She has 

set fire to a bin, he's hanging over the basin, and the moment that Isadora's eyes meet 

Tristan's, everything changes.

The febrile and romantic tale of two teenagers consumed 
by life, and saved by their encounter...

➤ 13,5 x 21,5 cm | 208 p. 
| 16,00 € | 13 years +
September 2021

ÉLODIE CHAN  
Élodie Chan was born in 1987 in south France. After studying Literature, she decides 
to become a contorsionnist and travels to Paris, Beijing, Montreal. She works for the 
opera, the circus and the Kafig Company. Nowadays she contorts by day and writes 
by night. Or is it the contrary ?... And a fire in our hearts is her first novel.

Work in  progress
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[t] +33 (0)1 42 46 24 02

www.editions-sarbacane.com

   editionssarbacane

Founded in 2003, Sarbacane is an independent  
French Publisher specialized in the creation of picture books, 

middle grade and young adult fiction, comics and graphic novels. 

Our endless desire : bringing you quality texts,  
engaging topics, wonderful images to embrace the world  

and vibrate in a thousand ways. Dive into our books, love them  
and have them loved by others! 


